
According 
to event and 
attendance 
records, the 
Swiftel  
Center  
recorded its 
most  
successful 
month in itôs 
nearly ten year history. The 
facility hosted 38 events (40 
event days) in 31 days. Al-
most 32,000 people attended 
district and region high school 
basketball games, region and 
state AAU wrestling tourna-
ments, a sold out Jason    
Aldean concert and comedian 
Rodney Carrington. In be-
tween these large arena 
events, the venue hosted a 
multitude of business meet-
ings, conferences, and train-
ing seminars. The estimated 
economic impact for March 
was nearly $4.0 million and 
the venue employed 178 peo-
ple during the month. Over 
1300 hours were recorded in 
converting the facility from 
one event to another. On 
March 12, Swiftel Center 
hosted a sold out Jason    
Aldean concert which ended 
around 10:45pm. Within eight  
hours, the staff converted and 
cleaned the building, which 
included loading out the 
band, removing 1400 floor 
seats, permanent and retract-
able bleachers, dismantling 
the stage, and removal of 
portable concessions stands. 
Then they loaded in eight 
wrestling mats, setting and 
powering eight wrestling 
clocks, timers, scorers tables,    

  

2010 

SWIFTEL  
RECORDS  

BUSIEST MARCH 
IN HISTORY 

WHADDYA DOINô? 
The Tri City Americans 
Hockey opponents, the Chilli-
wack Bruins, gave a special 
thank you to the Toyota    
Center kitchen staff after 
game two in the first round of 
the WHL (Western Hockey 
League) playoffs. The Bruins 
normally make arrangements 
for a post game team meal 
when they 
play at the 
arena and 
have come to 
know the 
staff for their 
excellent ser-
vice! ñThe 
Bruinôs sea-
son-end 
thank-you to 
the staff that 
took care of 
them after the games, shows 
that we can all take the steps 
to make all who enter our fa-
cilities welcome.ò said Food 
and Beverage Director, Fritz 
Smith. This notice of recogni-
tion comes from the Whaddya 

Doinô posters at the Three 
Rivers Campus. These post-
ers were started by Fritz 
Smith, and have become a 
regular distribution on cam-
pus. ñItôs just a fun way of  
recognizing the things our 
employees do to make sure 
the client has a good experi-
ence on campus as well as 

inspires other  
employees to 
do the same. 
Itôs a great 
way to moti-
vate the staffò 
says Sales 
and Catering 
Administra-
tive Assistant, 
Katie Dicken-
son. The 
posters are 

displayed around campus, 
mainly in the back of house 
areas, where they can be 
seen by all employees.  
Way to go Toyota Center 
Kitchen Staff!  

Pictured: Sous Chef Rob Chapin, 
Little Chef Cassie Venegas, Brian 

Santiago Ruelas, and Bryan Snyder. 

Chef, Simon Rodriguez , and 
Front of House Manger,    
Kelsey Kuehler  along with 
the kitchen and serving staff. 

Business has 
been good, 
but with this 
kind of public-
ity, business 
is sure to pick 
up even 
more.  
Silverleaf  
Cuisine has 
been the in-
house caterer 
since July 

2009. With a total of 35 part 
time employees, they have 
brought in over $350,000 in 
revenue, 

AP WINS BEST CATERER AWARD  

Continued page 2  

The Aransas Pass Progress 
ran a three week survey, ask-
ing readers to determine who 
was the best catering com-
pany in the 
area. On  
March 22, 
The Aransas 
Pass Civic 
Center was 
informed 
their in-house 
catering, 
Silverleaf 
Cuisine, was 
awarded the 
title ñOverall 
Best Catererò. The catering 
crew consists of Head Chef 
and Food and Beverage Man-
ager, Rudy Vasquez , Sous 

Jason Aldean at 
Swiftel Center  

Continued page 3  

(Left to Right) Rudy Vasquez, Kelsey 

Kuehler, Simon Rodriguez. 



Kurt Ness of  

Complete Computer 

Consulting, has been 

working  to get a  

new server connected 

at the corporate office 

in Ames. In order to 

allow faster access to the new E-library 

and corporate materials, the server was 

replaced and the internet service was up-

graded giving us a significantly increased 

performance, both locally and remote. 

Thank you for your patience during this 

transition.   
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APCC CONTINUED:  
and over 200 hundred events.ñI feel 
very pleased that we were chosen as 
the Best Caterer and am honored to 
accept the award on behalf of APCC 
Catering. I appreciate the clients and 
staff. This award has boosted my con-
fidence in what I am able to accom-
plish at the Civic Center and it gives 
me good insight in knowing that I am 
on the right track. I look forward to 
continuing our success,ò said Rudy. 
ñThe APCC brought the food service 
in house in July 2009. We had trials 
and errors and then had the fortune of 
hiring Rudy as our head Chef. He has 
brought the APCC Catering depart-
ment to this ñBest Catererò stand-
ing. He has presented himself as   
professional, meticulous, accommo-
dating, and friendly to all of our      
clients. This has made a huge impact 
on our food service as well as book-
ings. Rudy has helped to develop cli-
entele return business by implement-
ing new menu items and showing 
creativity. We are pleased to have 
been selected as a candidate much 
less a winner.ò said Executive Director 
Annette Schonhoeft of their success. 
Way to go Silverleaf  
Cuisine Catering Crew!  

times upon cross-examination.) At 
closing, defense argued that the  
alleged resisting, delaying, and   
obstructing of the ALE inspection 
could not have taken place since the 
inspection was never planned or 
properly executed. The inspection 
was seen simply as a pretext for 
ALE to make a ñbustò on Willie Nel-
son and his band. (Some of the 
band members were charged with 
possession of a small amount of 
moonshine and marijuana.) It was 
further argued that, as a result of the 
untimely and unwarranted raid by 
the ALE, that the reputation of the 
Duplin County Events Center was 
seriously damaged. Several previ-
ously scheduled entertainers can-
celled after hearing of the ALE bust. 
Consequently, Judge Stevens ruled 
there were no criminal violations by 
either of the defendants, and com-
mented that both of them acted pro-
fessionally and responsibly under 
the circumstances. VenuWorks   
terminated its contract with Duplin 
County for the management of the 
Duplin County Events Center effec-
tive March 31. John Vogt has since 
been hired as the new executive 
director for the Lamar-Dixon Expo 
Center in Gonzeles, LA. We wish 
John well at his new facility!  

A lot of excitement has followed a 
case involving country music legend 
Willie Nelson along with the Duplin 
Events Center Executive Director, 
John Vogt, and event security guard 
Donald Farrior, who were charged by 
Agents Simma and the ALE (Alcohol 
Law Enforcement) with resisting, de-
laying, and obstructing an inspection 
of an ABC licensed venue. On the 
night of January 28

th
, Agent Simma, 

headed an operation he named ñOn 
the Road Againò, and appeared at the 
Duplin Events Center with 13 fellow 
ALE officers and 9 Duplin County 
Sheriffôs deputies. Vogt instructed Se-
curity Guard Farrior, and others, not to 
allow anyone backstage without a 
backstage pass, due to major prob-
lems at past events. (Agent Simma 
acknowledged in his testimony that 
many officers abused their status as 
law enforcement and flashed their 
badges to get backstage without offi-
cial purpose on prior events.) Simma 
stated that the purpose for visiting the 
center was to make an inspection; 
however, there were four bars set up 
to serve alcohol and none of them 
were inspected nor were any event 
center employees questioned. Agent 
Simma stated he did not discuss an 
inspection with his fellow officers. (A 
comment later contradicted several 

NOT GUILTY!!!  VICKSBURG 
 VOLUNTEERS! 

Vicksburg 
team mem-
bers partici-
pated in the 
United Wayôs 
Day of Car-
ing, April 
2010. The 
ladies volun-
teered in the Child Abuse Prevention 
Center helping the agency prepare for 
Child Abuse Prevention month by  
creating and distributing blue ribbons 
throughout the community.  
Way to go Sue, Tressie and Donna!  

(Left) Sue Bagby, Tressie 

Pace, and Donna Gray 

SERVER UPDATES 



 

On April 8, 2010 VenuWorks CFO, 
Tim Sullivan, along with a group of  
VenuWorks Executive Directors and 
their plus ones left for a three day trip 
to the Big Apple. 
Directors included 
Barbara Wiggins of 
the Topeka Per-
forming Arts Cen-
ter, Rick Palmer of 
the River Center 
and Adler Theater 
in Davenport, IA; 
Larry Gawronski of 
the Vicksburg Con-
vention Center and 
Auditorium, and 
Carol Pollock of 
Hoyt Sherman Place in Des Moines, 
IA. The New York City trip was a re-
ward for the Executive Directors that 
met their financial goals for the year. 
The directors are pictured having a 
wonderful dinner at Basso 56 before 
heading to the theater to see Prom-
ises, Promises staring Sean Hayes 
(2010 Tony nominee for Best Actor in 
a musical), Kristin Chenoweth, and 
featuring Katie Finneran (Also, 2010 
Tony nominee for Best Featured Ac-

VENUWORKERS IN NYC 
tress in a musical. In Fact it was re-
cently announced Hayes will Host the 
Tony awards June 13, 2010, and Fin-
neran just won The Drama Desk 

Award for Out-
standing Featured 
Actress in a musical 
and the Outter Crit-
ics Circle Award for 
her performance.) 
Some of the trip 
highlights for Carol 
included: Three 
Broadway shows 
(The Adams Family 
and Promises, 
Promises and 
Race); eating an 

$18 hamburger, Seeing Macyôs Spring 
Flower Extravaganza, riding Macyôs 
wooden escalator, purchasing Louis 
Vuittan and Prada purses (genuine 
fakes), an open top bus tour, Ellis Is-
land, and Ground Zero. Carol was 
ñtotally amazed that a lady gave up 
her seat on the subway so I could sit 
down...only to find out she was from 
Iowa City.ò Barbara shared some of 
these experiences with Carol and en-
joyed La Cage Aux Follies, visiting 

U.S.C.C . 
MAKING HISTORY reconfigured seating 

areas and prepared 
locker rooms and 
weigh in areas. The 
venue re-opened on 
March 13 for the 
AAU regional wres-
tling tournament at 
7:00am. The staff 
was also responsi-
ble for trash pickup 
and removal from its 
parking lots and five other nearby lots. 
The Swiftel Center will celebrate its 
ten year anniversary in 2011. ñOur 
motto is óMidwest Hospitality at itôs 
Best!ô We really do care about our 
patrons. They are the reason that all 

SWIFTEL SUCCESS CONTINUED:  
of us in this industry 
have jobs. Our goal 
is to make sure that 
every patron that 
walks through our 
doors has a great 
fan experience. The 
overnight conver-
sions and long 
hours are well worth 
it as soon as the 
next event starts 

and everyone is having a good time. I 
canôt say enough about our operations 
and event staff and without them 
March 2010 would have never been 
possible.ñ said Scott Smith, Director of 
Operations. Way to go Swiftel Team!

AAU Regional Wrestling  

Tournament at Swiftel Center 

(Left) Barbara Wiggins, Rick and Julie 

Palmer, Diane and Larry Gawronski 

(Right) Jana Vise, Sherry Wilkinson,  

Carol Pollock, Tim Sullivan 

Sean Hayes and Katie Finneran in 

Promises, Promises. 

Last week, the U.S. Cellular Center 
staff reported to the Five Seasons 
Facilities Commission that the venue 
had its most profitable March in its 
history recording $142,539.95 to its 
bottom line. The Cedar Rapids, IA 
venue hosted events and move-in/
out days on 29 of 31 days in the 
month.ñWe were excited to see the 
final March numbers,ò said Scott 
Schoenike, Executive Director of the 
U.S. Cellular Center. ñOur staff has 
worked non-stop since our relocation 
back into our offices in January to 
ensure that all events went smoothly 
through load ins and load outs.òThe 
March calendar included a record 
breaking event when Cirque du 
Soleilôs Alegria became the highest 
grossing show ever to play in Cedar 
Rapids. Other notable events in-
cluded Avenue Q, NCAA Division III 
National Wrestling Championships 
and I.O.M.A. State Pool Tourna-
ment.ñWe are working on a series of 
partnerships with Hancher Audito-
rium which presented Avenue Q,ò 
said Schoenike. ñWe have booked 
the 2011 and 2012 NAIA National 
Wrestling Championships and have 
a two-year deal with the Iowa Opera-
tors of Music and Amusement to 
host the I.O.M.A. State Pool Tourna-
ment.ò For the second straight 
month, the U.S. Cellular Center has 
been named a Top Spots by Venues 
Today based on concert and event 
grosses. Way to go U.S. Cellular 
Center team!



CREATING THE MOOD TO SELL THE SPACE  
On March 23, 2010, the 
Central Iowa Expo in 
Boone, hosted the Boone 
County Chamber of Com-
merce Business After Five 
to promote the venue. The 
CIE hosts the National 
Farm Progress Show every other 
year, but General Manager, Randy 
Baumeister, was determined to show 

attendees that this venue 
is capable of producing 
many more types of 
events. Dipping into his 

private stash of decorations, Randy 
added an elegant feel to the 
space. As attendees walked 
in, many of them having vis-
ited before,  they heard soft 
jazz music playing in the 
background and were imme-
diately taken in by the soft 
setting. Mini event-planning 
discussions broke out 
around the room, in great 

detail, including where a 
band would set up, how 
the patio would make a 
great dance area just 
past the buffet table, and 
how the window into the 
kitchen made for the per-

fect bar. These conversa-
tions were soon followed 
up with price inquires and 
various event ideas all 
inspired by warm lighting, 
decorations, and a few 
handcrafted trellises (Built 

by Randy himself). Providing unique 
details allows the space to 
sell on ambiance alone. 
Most accessories can be 
purchased inexpensively 
in the off- season and 
used year round. Simple 
votives, assorted twinkle 

lights, and various type of 
foliage or garlands transform 
an otherwise plain meeting 
room. A splash of color from 
scarves, napkins and flow-
ers will spruce up the setting 
as well. ñIt can be hard for 
people who are not in 
this business to imag-
ine how the room will 

be set for their special event.ò 
said Jerri Baumeister (Randyôs 
wife) ñThatôs why it is so impor-
tant to show them so they can 
imagine their event in this 
room.ò Jerri added. 
Way to go Randy!  

By increasing market outreach 
through social networking, the new 
marketing interns have proven their 
potential for the Racine Civic Centre. 
Blake Egan and Elesha Hoffman 
have recently joined the company in 
early February as interns.  
Blake Egan is a senior 
at the University of 
Wisconsin-Parkside 
majoring in Business 
Management with a 
concentration in Mar-
keting. He is currently 
assisting outside local 
businesses with marketing and pro-
motional needs. Blake owns and 
operates Egan Archery in Kenosha, 
WI. Born and raised in La Crosse, 
WI, Blake grew up in the Midwest 
pursuing his goals in competition 
archery. He believes the sport can 
change lives just as it has changed 
his life.  
Elesha Hoffman is 
also a senior, currently  
attending the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-
Parkside. She will be 
completing her   
Bachelors in Business    
Management in December of 2010.  
Having spent her first two years at 
the College of Lake County in 
Grayslake, IL, she transferred in 
2008 to continue her degree at UW-
Parkside. Her concentration is in 
Marketing, where sheôs completing 
projects for local companies. ñWe 
are so proud to have both Blake and 
Elesha join our teamò, stated Execu-
tive Director, Rik Edgar.ñThey con-
tinue to show determination and 
prove to be an asset to this com-
pany.ò  
Welcome aboard Blake and 
Elesha!  

RACINE WELCOMES 
MARKETING  

INTERNS 

 NYC CONTINUED: 
Battery Park, East Village, China 
Town, and Little Italy. Using her bar-
tering skills, she earned a discount on 
a Burberry scarf. Barbara 
shared this word of advice, 
ñDonôt eat at the chains in 
Time Square!! Try places 
like Basso 56, Roxyôs Deli 
and the Brazil Grill.ò Larry 
was proud to say he and 
his wife, Diane, enjoyed 
their first hop-on bus tour of 
the city, the Staten Island 
Ferry shopping in the bar-
gain district, and seeing 

four shows, (Adams Family; Lend Me 
A Tenor; Promises, Promises) playing 
ñstagedoor-johnniesò at all of them. 
Larry, (pictured right) poses proudly in 

his VenuWorks jacket with 
actress Katie Finneran. ñI 
believe this incentive trip 
for a job well done was the 
perfect reward. Diane and I 
love New York City, the 
greatest city in the world!ò 
said Larry. Everyone who 
attended said they would 
like to make this trip an an-
nual tradition! Thanks for   
sharing NYC group!  

Larry Gawronski and 

Katie Finneran 



Jean Martinson  has 
been named Business 
Manager of the  
Burnsville Performing 
Arts Center in Burns-
ville, MN. She began 
her new duties on Mon-
day, March 29. Jean has worked in 
the performing arts  industry since 
1968. She comes to the Burnsville 
Performing Arts Center from the 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres in 
Chanhassen, where she most     
recently served as CFO. She has 
also served as Director of Admini-
stration and Finance Manager. 
 ñWhen the opportunity presented 
itself to work at this beautiful new 
theatre, I could not turn it down,ò 
said Martinson. ñItôs an exciting time 
with Jon Elbaum, the new Executive 
Director starting in April. I look for-
ward to working with him and the 
rest of the staff.ò   
Welcome aboard Jean!  

NEW AT BPAC  

TEAM KENNEWICK PROMOTING FROM WITHIN  

Rob Chapin has been 
promoted to Executive 
Chef for the Three Riv-
ers Campus, effective 
April 5, 2010. ñRob has 
performed in stellar fash-
ion as the Sous Chef of 
the Toyota Center over this past sea-
son, taking the culinary capabilities to 
new levels of style, quality, and facility
-user satisfaction. He is expected to 
continue his progress throughout the 
campus to now include menu crea-
tion, meal execution, and executive 
oversight of all the food preparation 
activities on campus. Having already 

Ben Bolander  has been 
promoted to Associate 
Director of the Toyota 
Center. Ben, originally 
from Rockford, IL,      
attended Northern Illinois 
University where he   
received a Bachelors in Economics. 
He pursued his Masters in Sports 
Management while working at the 
Convocation Center on the NIU Cam-
pus, as a Marketing Coordinator and 
Events coordinator. He then moved  
to Denver for an internship with Kro-
enke Sports Entertainment, where he 
was eventually hired as a Production 
Assistant. In September of 2007, he 
joined the crew at the Three Rivers 
Campus. Says Ben of his position, "I 
love when I can stare out from side 
stage and see the crowd loving every 
minute of their experience. That is 
why I do this job.ò Ben enjoys playing 
in a local hockey league and working 
in his yard since buying his first home 
last July. He is at home in the fair cli-
mate and elevated landscape. (Much 
different than his Midwestern sur-
roundings.) Congratulations Ben!  

Kim Hovland , has been 
promoted to Second Of-
fice Clerk. Kim started as 
an intern in the sales 
office, then was brought 
into the finance depart-
ment on a part-time ba-
sis to cover accounts payable. She 
became full-time in January 2008 and 
has enjoyed learning the ropes of fa-
cility finance ever since. Originally 
from Northeastern, MT, Kim attended 
Montana State University, and moved 
to Pasco to finish school at Columbia 
Basin College where she received her 
degree in Communications. ñI love 
that the Tri-Cities has that small town 
feel.ò says Kim, ñI enjoy being able to 
attend the events we host and enjoy 
what we strive to offer to our commu-
nityò Kim is preparing for her wedding 
this August to fiancee , Cullen, and 
enjoys spending time with her son, 
Marshall, and Cullenôs children, 
Kenny, Kalliea and River.  
Congratulations Kim!  

Nicole Baudendistel 
has been promoted to 
Business Clerk at the 
Three Rivers Campus in 
Kennewick. Nicole was 
employee of the month 
in January 2009 and is 
excited about her new position. ñI 
never pictured myself working in a 
venue, but the longer I work at the 
Toyota Center the more I love know-
ing the ins and outs of what it takes to 
pull off an event and canôt picture my-
self working in any other industry.ò 
says Nicole of her position. Originally 
from Bremerton, WA, Nicole has 
moved back and fourth between Ken-
newick and San Diego, and loves the 
relaxation that comes from living in a 
smaller city, and its proximity to larger 
cities. Some of her favorite events 

include Laugh Loverôs Ball, the Tri 
Cities Wine Festival, and the Miranda 
Lambert Concert, and she is looking 
forward to the upcoming Rob Zombie/
Alice Cooper concert!  
Congratulations Nicole!  

jumped in with both feet , confidence 
is very high; life is good.ò says F&B 
Director Fritz Smith. Originally from 
St. Louis, Rob received his culinary 
degree from Renton Technical Col-
lege in Renton, WA. Rob got his 
start working at White Linen Cater-
ing in Auburn, WA doing backstage 
catering for 6 years and the Rainier 
Club in downtown Seattle for 2 ½ 
years. Rob enjoys living in the Tri-
Cities, ñSunny days, Snow in the 
winter, no traffic and a laid back life, 
not the hustle and bustle in Seattleò. 
He also enjoys playing golf, collect-
ing cookbooks and hockey jerseys, 
and scrapbooking  with his wife, 
Stephanie, and kids, Savannah (5) 
and Zach (3). Rob is very passionate 
about cooking and food. ñI enjoy the 
reactions and smiles from someone 
who tastes my creationsò.  
Congratulations Rob!  



NEW IN HURST 
Janice Vickery joined 
the Hurst Conference 
Center as Director of 
Sales on February 
22nd. She is the sec-
ond staff member to 
join VenuWorksô team 
in Hurst, where she will oversee all 
sales and marketing efforts. Janice 
comes to VenuWorks from Chase 
Hospitality, a company owning/
operating limited-service hotels 
(Marriott) in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex. In working for Marriott 
properties, Janice was responsible 
for business development for five 
area properties. As Director of 
Sales, she conducted sales blitzes, 
attended market segment trade 
shows and developed databases for 
each property. Janice is 12 year 
resident of the mid-cities area of Dal-
las-Fort Worth, TX. ñI look forward to 
the positive impact she will bring by 
reaching out to new target markets, 
and establishing relationships with 
the community and hoteliers.ò Said 
Executive Director, Charlton Nor-
thington. Welcome aboard Janice!  

NEW IN BEMIDJI  
On April 7th, The Bemidji 
Regional Event Center 
announced the hiring of 
Dave Beaupre as the 
Director of Sales and 
Marketing. Dave will be 
responsible for develop-
ing and implementing marketing plans 
for the venue and incoming events. 
He will also be involved in the market-
ing of sponsorship opportunities with 
the 185,000 Sq. ft. arena and conven-
tion center, and will provide assis-
tance in tracking local, regional, and 
national conventions and confer-
ences. Dave comes to VenuWorks 
after a long career at the 5-Star Vend-
ing and Coca-Cola Bottling of Bemidji. 
ñDaveôs local experience with execut-
ing sales and marketing strategies as 
well as his media advertising experi-
ence in the Bemidji region will be a 
major asset to the facility,ò said Bob 
LaBarron, Executive Director. Dave is 
a graduate of Bemidji State University, 
and is a long time resident of Bemidji, 
along with his wife Linda and their two 
grown children.  
Welcome aboard Dave!  

Roger Swanson, was 
named Executive Director 
of the Alerus Center in 
Grand Forks, ND. ñIôm 
thrilled to be joining the 
Alerus Center team and 
eager to get started in 
Grand Forks,ò said Roger. ñWith the 
upcoming 10th year anniversary and 
the scheduled renovations, I am ex-
cited to begin working with the staff.ò 
Roger brings over 25 years of facility 
management experience to the posi-
tion. He began his career in Alaska, 
working for Ogden Entertainment 
working various positions on his way 
to becoming General Manger of the 
William Egan Civic and Convention 
Center. Eventually he was named  
Regional Director of Sales and Mar-
keting for the five Ogden managed 
venues in Anchorage and Fairbanks. 
Roger left Ogden to be statewide 
General Manager for Ticekts.com/Carr 
Tix. In 2005, he was named Vice 
President of Operations for Encore 
Facility Management,  overseeing the 
construction and opening of four 
hockey arenas around the US. Roger 
comes to Grand Forks, ND directly 
from Burnsville, MN where he served 
as Director of Development and Mar-
keting at the Burnsville Performing 
Arts Center. VenuWorks President 
and CEO, Steve Peters cited Rogerôs 
management and industry experience 
as important factors in selecting him 
for the position. ñRoger has had great 
success, not only in managing con-
vention centers and arenas through-
out North America, but also in working 
on large venue construction projects 
like the convention center currently 
underway at the Alerus Center,ò said 
Steve. ñHe has proven experience in 
building audiences with venue-created 
events while attracting conventions 
and touring acts as well.ò  
Congratulations Roger!  

SWANSON NAMED 
EXEC DIRECTOR 

You probably heard that the city of 
Topeka, KS, changed their name to 
ñGoogleò for one month, but did you 
know Google changed the name of 
their search engine site to ñTopekaò 
for a day? Best April Foolôs 
Day gag ever or shameless 
publicity stunt? Either way, 
our friends at the Topeka 
Performing Arts Center 
were pleasantly surprised 
and amused by this ges-
ture. According to CNNôs John Sutter, 
ñThe unusual move comes as several 
U.S. cities elbow for a spot in 
Google's new "Fiber for Communities" 
program. The Web giant is going to 
install new Internet connections in 
unannounced locations, giving those 

HAVE YOU EVER TOPEKAôD GOOGLE?  
communities Internet speeds 100 
times faster than those elsewhere, 
with data transfer rates faster than 1 
gigabit per second. The mayor be-
lieves that faster Internet connec-

tions would inspire young 
people to stay in the city 
and would encourage 
business development. 
This isn't the first time 
Topeka has switched its 
name to mark a cultural 

trend. In 1998, former mayor Joan 
Wagnon temporarily changed the 
name of the city to "ToPikachuò in 
reference to the Pikachu anime 
character, from the show and game 
called "Pokemonò. 

Good Luck Topeka!  

http://www.google.com/appserve/fiberrfi


VenuWorks car 
did not win, it 
lasted longer 
than the TRAC 
facility car and a 
great time was 
had by all. ñThe winner represented a 
local junk yard so we assumed he had 
a lot of experience!ò said Marketing 
Coordinator, Jude Strode. When 
asked if he 
would do it 
again, Corey 
said "Sign me 
up!" and he 
wasn't the least 
bit sore the next 
day. Other charities also benefited 
that evening from the proceeds. One 
dollar for each ticket sold was donated 
to deserving groups. The Kennewick 
team members are all hoping that this 
will become an   
annual event, 
not only so they 
can cheer Corey 
on, but also to 
build bridges 
with local groups in the area.  
Way to go Corey and the  
Kennewick team!  

VenuWorks was the proud sponsor of 
the car representing the Toyota Cen-
ter, Toyota Arena, and the Three Riv-
ers Convention Center in Kennewick, 
WA, entered in to a Demo Derby 
called Smash for Cash on Saturday, 
April 24th! The driver was none other 
than the  illustrious leader, Executive 
Director, Corey Pearson. Smash for 
Cash took place as a warm up event 

before the Demolition Derby at the 
TRAC facility in Pasco.  The winner 
received $1,200.00 to give to their 
favorite Veteran support group. Other 
cars entered included the TRAC 
(Trade Recreation Agriculture Center)  
car with their Executive Director, Troy 
Woody, at the wheel, the Tri-City 
American Hockey Team (W.H.L. team 
and tenant of Toyota Arena), Tri-Cities 
Fever team (football), along with four 
other entries. The VenuWorks logo 
was proudly displayed on the roof of 
the mean machine. Although the 

SMASH FOR CASH 

HURST CONFERENCE CENTER  

On April 3
rd

, 
the Alerus 
Center in 
Grand 
Forks, ND 
hosted the 
7

th
 Annual 

Community 
Easter Egg 
Hunt. The 
event     
features 
inflatable 
games, activity booths, face paint-
ing, arts and crafts, an interactive 
display with the Grand Forks Fire 
Department, a baby crawl, and of 
course, an egg hunt with 20,000 
candy and prize-filled eggs! Over 

3,000 children and parents partici-
pated in the annual celebration. The 
Easter Egg Hunt is one of the Alerus 
Centerôs signature events and is 
made possible through support from 
our major sponsors: The City of 
Grand Forks, the Grand Forks Fire 
Department, Games Galore, Coke 
Zero, Fine Print, Bethôs Photogra-
phy, Lite Rock 104.3 and 97 KYCK. 
The success of this much-loved and 
anticipated event is largely due to 
the generosity of local individuals 
and organizations that volunteer 
time, donate prizes, and made finan-
cial contributions. 2010ôs financial 
contributions totaled more than 
$7,200! Way to go Team Alerus 
Center!  

EVENT SHARE 
IDEAS 

Vione Jordheim (right) and 

Wendy Nimens (left) pose 

with the Easter Bunny  

The $17 million 
Hurst Conference 
Center is taking 
shape and is set to 
open in September, 
in time to potentially 
get a piece of next 
year's Super Bowl 
festivities. Hurst 
officials say they expect more than 
70,000 people per year to visit the 
conference center. "I think there are 
about 600 spinoff-type events," said 
Charlton W. Northington, the center's 
Executive Director. Construction on 
the 51,000-square-foot center began 
in June 2009. The roof is in place and 

crews are putting in 
the finishing 
touches for the state
-of-the-art venue. In 
addition to the main 
facility, crews are 
pouring concrete 
decks for the three 
level parking ga-

rage. Support piers were erected in a 
mere nine days. Northington, who 
began work in January, notes that 
more than 60 events are holding 
space with the areas premier event, 
the Hurst-Euless-Bedford Chamber of 
Commerce Gala, slated for Septem-
ber 11.The confer-

Continued page 8  



   Make 

   every day  

   Earth Day! 

Q: ñHow do you plan ahead 
with an ever changing sched-
ule? What are your most   
effective tools for time     
management?ò 
Jill Irlbeck  
Spencer, IA  
 

A: ñEffective communication 

is the best way to prepare 
yourself for the unexpected. 
Take detailed notes, stay 
flexible, and always carry a 
calendar.ò 
Lindsay Peters  
Ames, IA  
 

PAUSE FOR 
THOUGHT : 

Question: òWhat steps are 
you taking to go green at your 
facility? What kind of green 
programs do you have in 
place?ò 
Heather Breymeyer  
Kennewick, WA  

 

lpeters@venuworks.com  
Subject line:  
Pause for Thought  

Happy Nine year Anniversary 
Tim Clark and Charles 
Moore who joined the Vicks-
burg team in May 2001.   
Congratulations Tim and 
Charles!  

HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 

CHAIRMAN 
GAWRONSKI  

Larry Gawron-
ski, Executive 
Director of the 
Vicksburg Con-
vention Center 
and Auditorium, 
was named Vice 
Chairmen to the Downtown 
Partners Committee. The 
group was formed by the City 
Administration to help focus 
efforts in revitalizing the 
downtown area.  
Congratulations Larry!  

Total Nonstop Action Wres-
tlers made an impact in 
Vicksburg when 
they came to 
town in April. Af-
ter the disastrous 
storms that swept 
through the com-
munity the week-
end before, TNA 

WRESTLERS 
GIVE BACK  

ence center offers six meeting 
rooms, a 14,000 sq ft grand 
ballroom, and covered park-
ing for 350 vehicles. In addi-
tion, three flagship hotels are 
located within walking dis-
tance. Officials say those 
amenities, plus the center's 
proximity to other major cities 
and the Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport should 
help draw major meetings/
conferences and public 
events to the venue. Officials 
will conduct job fairs in early 
July for part-time employ-
ees. ñFull-time staffers are 
using office space provided 
by the City of Hurst and ex-
pect to move into the center 
in early August,ò Northington 
said. Thanks for the update 
Hurst!  

HURST  
CONTINUED: 

Sue Bagby ,  
Administrative 
Assitant/ Special 
Events Coordi-
nator at the 
Vicksburg Con-
vention Center, 
has been diligently working 
with the July 4 Independence 
Day Committee organizing all 
of the festivities. The commu-
nity will be entertained before 
the fireworks display by the 
Tyrone Smith Band. The band 
has performed at White 
House events as well as 
Jenna Bushôs wedding in 
2008. Congratulations Sue!  

RED, WHITE, 
AND SUE 

decided they wanted to give 
back to the community. Fans 

were able to get 
up close and per-
sonal with wres-
tlers by making a 
cash donation to 
the United Way/ 
Red Cross of 
Warren County.  


